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Power Sector Technologies
(this size corresponds to 
potential for 20 billion kWh)
Transport Sector Technologies
(this size corresponds to potential 
for 100 thousand barrels of oil per 
day)

Positive Climate 
Characteristics

Increase
Energy
Security

Raise CAFE

[yielding 30 MPG
for all LDVs]

Business 
As Usual
In 2025

Corn 
Ethanol

A Snapshot of Selected U.S. Energy Options Today:
Climate and Energy Security Impacts and Tradeoffs in 2025

Cellulosic
Ethanol

Reduce
Energy

Security

Plug-In
Hybrids

Negative Climate 
Characteristics

Expanded Domestic
Oil Production

For specific details on the 
assumptions underlying the 
options on this chart, go to 
www.wri.org/usenergyoptions

Wind

Gas-to-
Liquids Coal-to-Liquids

(with carbon 
capture)

CO2 -Enhanced Oil 
Recovery

Frozen MPG for 
Vehicle Fleet

(at 2005)

Nuclear 

Coal-to-Liquids
(no carbon 

capture)

Building
Efficiency

Expanded Oil 
Imports

Clean Coal
(IGCC) with CO2 

Capture

Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG)

Imports

Heavy Oil 
Imports Ultra Supercritical Coal

Solar 
PV



World Resources Institute

The “Dead Zone”

Source: NOAA

Nutrient runoff from agriculture in the midwest renders large 
portions of the Gulf Coast lifeless every summer
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2007 Farm Bill
• Build consideration of the full range of 

agricultural ecosystem services into all 
programs.

• Focus on market approaches to 
conservation to achieve bigger bang for the 
consideration buck.

• Begin building the institutions and capacity 
for market approaches.

• Develop effective incentives for sustainable 
agricultural practices in feedstock 
production.
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Markets to Reward 
“Ecosystem Commodities”
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