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About ELPC

• 45 staff
• 8 offices
• $6.5 million budget
• Promoting economic 

development & 
environmental 
protection
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The Midwest Plan

• Upgraded Existing Infrastructure
• Higher-Speed: 90-110 mph 

Service
• High-Frequency
• High-Reliability
• High-Quality
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Transportation = 30% of the Problem…
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…And Cars are the Biggest Source
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Current Trains Offer ~30% Savings
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High-Speed Rail Offers Further Savings
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Chicago-St. Louis 110mph Environmental Impact Statement
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Long-term Efficiency Through Location
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Center for Neighborhood Technology

Higher speeds = lower efficiency
(But higher speeds = higher ridership)
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Chicago-St. Louis High-Speed Rail: Alternative Speeds
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The Fine Print

• Energy Efficiency depends on 3 factors:gy y p
– Efficiency of the engine (mpg)
– Source of fuel (biodiesel v. oil v. coal generated electricity)
– Ridership per train

• There is thus tremendous variability in overall energy efficiency of rail
• BUT: all reasonable scenarios show rail as a benefit over cars and 

planes
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The Environmental Law & Policy Center is the 
Midwest’s leading environmental legal advocacy and 

eco-business innovation organization.
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www.elpc.org


